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Seasons Greeting!  
 
The 4 th  Military Di strict SVR has grown, there are now 23 units with a total of 415 men.   

The year is almost over.  Since my last report I have attended the following activities.  
September 25 th , A tombstone dedication at Montgomery City, Missouri.  
October 8 th , A memorial de dication to James B. Eads, Ironclad ship builder, this was a 

 SUVCW Sesquicentennial Signature Event, in Carondelet, Missouri  
November 10 th , Veteran Day Program, Highland, Illinois.  

November 11 th , Remembrance Day Ceremony for U.S., British, Canadian, Austr alian, New  
 Zealand and Dutch troops WWII mass grave, Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery  
 St. Louis.  

December 3 rd, Decorated about 3,000 unknownõs graves, about  
 1,500 of which are Civil  War veterans, Jefferson Barracks  

 National Cemetery, St. Louis,  Missouri.   L -R, Bvt -Pvt. Jack  
 Grothe & Pvt Joe Difani Jr.  Both are members of Co. C,    
 34 th  Regt. Illinois Volunteer Infantry Ą 

December 10 th , Christmas party for Company C, 5 th  Regt. Mo. 
Vol. Cav. SVR in Ste.  Genevieve, Missouri.  
December 10 th , Wr eaths Across America Ceremony, a wreath was 

placed on each Union  
 Monument, Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, St. 

Louis, Missouri.   
 
Three men from Co. A, 49 th  Ia Vol. Inf. received awards at 

Remembrance Day at Gettysburg,  
PA. 

Gold Star Medal, Cpl. Courtney S. Stahr  
Silver Star Medal, Sgt. Michael J. Rowley  
Silver Star Medal, Cpl. Louis A. Zenti.  

These awards were well deserved and reflect well on the 4 th  Military District as well as the 
unit.  
 

Myself and the District Staff wish  you and your families a HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON and 
all the best in the New Year.  

 
In F. C. & L.,  
Lt. Colonel Jack G. Grothe, Commanding  

4th Military District SVR       

 



Adjutantõs Column 
 

From the Desk of the District Adjutant, to all Units 

 

A reminder that by Regulation adopted this year, all Unit Commanders need to forward their 2012 Unit 

Application  to be received by the District Adjutant NLT 15 Jan 2012. 

Major R Champlin 

2327 Wincanton Rd,  

St Louis MO 63129 

  

There is also an Urgent plea that any and all forthcoming submissions be thoroughly screened as to content, 

appropriate signatures, correct  personnel dues, AND TIMELINESS,  etc.  Legibility is greatly appreciated.  

  

Also, previously I forwarded a message to all Units about the possibility of having a "Commanders Call" type 

of meeting in St Louis following the Annual Swap Meet at Jefferson Barracks. For those interesting this 

"Swap/Sale" event, on 25 Feb, I can provide details, bvtmajor@yahoo.com. Earlier response was essentially 

non existant. So, if any of the Units are interested in sending a representative to such a meeting, please inform 

the Adjutant.  There is no requirement to attend said meeting, there is just a convenient format to hold such an 

event, if enough support is forthcoming.  

 I remain, for the District 

Major R Champlin 

Adjutant General 

4th Military District, SVR 

 

Headquarters Company  
Franklin, WI  

  
 The 4th Military District's Headquarters Company has participated in several ceremonies 

recently.  

On October 1 -2, members served on the color guard, opening and 

closing the 7th annual Trimborn Farm Civil War weekend .  Members 

also manned informational displays, coordinated the Gen. Grant news 

conference and participated in a skirmish each afternoon.  

ăPvt. Todd Wilber, 1Sgt. Tom Brown and Sr. Kathy Anderson raise 

the Flag at Trimborn Farm.  
DSC01350 = Pvt. Jeff Lesar t alks to visitors to the Sons' GAR display.  
 

On October 8th, members 

served on the honor squad 
during the headstone 
dedication of Rueben 

Johnson, a Mohican Union 
soldier.   The ceremony took 

place at Red Springs 
Cemetery near Gresham and 

http://us.mc815.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bvtmajor@yahoo.com


included members o f the Mohican Tribe.   Shown are Cpl. Jim Schumann, Pvts. Dan 
McGraw, Brian Peters, and Randy Novak.  With the National colors is Pvt. Mike Wertel and 

with the Camp colors is Pvt. Mike Bolden.   Standing at grave is Cpl. Kim J. Heltemes.   Pvt. 
Peters and Cpl . Heltemes are SVR members.  
 

 On October 9th, Milwaukeeõs C.K. Pier Badger Camp 1 and Aux. 4 dedicated an 

historical plaque, marking the home of Gen. Rufus King, commander of the Iron 
Brigade.   King had also been a newspaper editor, a representative to Wis consinõs 
Constitutional congress, and Minister to the Papal Stares.    

     The Milwaukee County Historical Society, staff and honor students from Rufus King 
High School and local celebrity who was a Rufus King alumni played a part in the program 

as did the  4th MD HQ Company.  
Cpl. Kent Peterson served as master of 
ceremonies.   Maj. Steve Michaels recounted 

Gen. King's military career.   The Company's 
1Sgt. Tom Brown, Pvts. 

Patrick Lynch, Joe Fallon, 
and Patrick Fallon served on 
the firing squad, as did Cpl.  

Bob Mann and Dan Palama 
(Co. A, 28th WI, SVR).   Pvt. 
Dean Collins provided the 

spiritual reflection.      Cpl. 
Peterson on left as honor Ą 

students and staff unveil plaque.  
ăMembers of the firing squad.  

 
On November 6th, the HQ Company marched 
in Milwaukee's 48th annual Veterans Day 

Parade.   The Sons and Auxiliary lead off the 
Civil War/historical division of the parade.  
 

On December 10th, the HQ Company was well 

represented at the Wreaths Across America  
Ceremony at Milwaukee's Wood National 
Cemetery, which contains the graves of over 

37,000 veterans.    

Shown are Pvt. Brian McManus, Pvt. Jeff 

Lesar and 1Sgt. Tom Brown.   Not shown 
is Maj. Steve Michaels.  Ą 
 
Meanwhile, in Madison, Pvt. Alan Hembel 
MC'd  similar ceremonies at Forest Hill 

Cemetery.   
 

Submitted by,  
Major Steve Micheals  
Commander Headquarters Company  

 


