March Patriotic Instruction
Brothers,

Overthe past yearwe as an order have been given trials and tribulations the likes we have
neverseen. Itiseasy, indifficult times, tolookinternallyand to find something, orsomeone, tofind
issue withandto lash out. Itismoreimportantto rememberthe words President Lincoln said during his
failed attempttorunfor U.S. Senate in 1858 “Ahouse divided againstitself cannotstand”. These words
have neverbeen more true during this time as we see friends, families and even Brothers of the Order
fightingeach otherovera various number of topics.

As members of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil Warwe are all passionate about how to
memorializethose brave men who foughtto preserve the Union. We mustrememberthatwe all have
validideastobringto the table and thatwe needtobe able to listento all ideas. This also meanswe
needtobe able tolistento counter proposals ortweaksto our ownideasandrealize thatthey are not
comingfroma place of hatred or contempt, but rather a place of betterment. Aslwas told growingup,
the only stupidideaorquestionisthe unspokenone.

This thought process goes hand in hand with issues we come acrossin our day to day life.
Whetheritbe work, school or communityissues, we need to be able tofeel confident that we can speak
our mind as well as be able to listen to those whose views and values are notthe same as ours. No one
person hasan answerto all of the world’s problems, beingable to listen to each otherisvital to being
able to move forward. Onthe flipside of the, we need to be able to be approachable when we our
making our propositions and pushing ourideas. If a persondoesnotfeel asif they can presenttheir
counterideas, the situation cannot proceed forward. In otherwords, we need towork togetherto
move forward.

The idea of working togetherand beingable to proceed forward and make this Country, our
states, ourtowns, our neighborhoods and our Order betteris one of the biggest virtues of Patriotism.
We must not sit complacent, we must always strive to be better, but we must work togetherto do so.
As historians we mustalways rememberthere are always three versions of the truth, what| said
happened, what You said happened and what actually happened, thisis no different with trying tofind
solutionstoissuesat hand, whetherthatissue is how toraise a head stone, teach a class or plana food
drive. Worktogether, Brothers, and we will succeed in our mission and in doing so our Orderand our
Country will flourish.

In Fraternity Charity and Loyalty,
Br. Ben Frail, PDC
National PatrioticInstructor



