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" DREADFUL TRAGEDY.

SEOCKING HOMICIDE AT WASHINGTON.

Fhilip Barton ey Shot Dead in
the Strect by Daxiel . Sickles.

¢ad Stery of Demestic Ruin and Bloody
| Revenge.

SPRCIAL TELEGRAPHIC DISPATCU FRON OUR OWN

CORRESI'ONDENT.
WasnineToN, Sunday, Feh. 27—P, M,

The vulgar monotony of partisan passions and
political squabbles has been terribly brokea in upon
to.day by an outhurst of perscenal revenge, which has
filled the city with horror and consternation,—I can-
not unfortunately add; wi'h absolute surprise,

At 24 o’clock to-day, Mr., Piminip Bawron Kerv, the
United States Attorney for the D:strict of Columbia,
was {alking with Mr. Berreaworru, of New-York, at
tne corner of Pennsylvania-avenue and SBixteenth-
street, near the south enfrance to the Lixeculive
Mansion, and some twenty yards from the Club-
house on President’s-square, when he was accosied
by ihe Hon. D. E, Sickies, of New-York., Mr.
S1osLi8 charged BAlr, ey with de-troying the honor
of his wife and his own happiness, and, drawing a
revolver, instantly shot him d ,wn. One ball, enter-
ing in at the left side, pasced complelely through
the body of Mr., I{xr; a second was [ndged in his
thigh, and a third, glancing, inflicted a slight bruise,
Mr. Kxx fell, imploring Mr, SiciLE3 not to kill him,
and died in a very few minules,

- For months past the social world of Washingtion,
always as quiik to relish the details of private scandal
as it is lax in its judgments of those by whom suth
gcandal may te eauzed, has been busy with the names
of Mrs, Siceies anti of Mr, Key. Thelr intiinacy was
of that marked and peculiar Xind which may perfectly
well consist in the innocence of any absolute guilt—
since while it was open to public observation, it was
hurdly concealed from My, Sickres himself, who hav-
ing married his wife, Miss BaGiorr, of New-Yorx, ia
her early you'h, had always {reated her with extreme
Rindness and tenderness, and doubiless looked upon
her relatiors with Mr. K&y as the mere expression of
a girlish love of admiration, and of a vanity delighting
in the sente of pewer over a man of fine presence,
graceful address,and a cerfain local renownin the
District for high spiritl, resolution and galluntry.
During the whnle of the last session of Con-

gress the tall figure of Mr. Key was con-
s.antly to be seen in DPresident's-square, onpo-
site BMr. Sicxirs' Wushington residence; and

Mis, §ickLES was as conslantly in his company at
all places of public eutertatument. In the interval of
the Congressional recess, Mr, KEy made a shert visit
(o New-York, still without exci:ing any absolute pus-
peion of positive Impronriety in the mind of Mr.
BicxLEs ; although ofler filends of the unhappy lady,
ar.d among them her motaer, repeatedly warned her
of the fatal precipice on tts bring of which she was
permitting herself 1o trifle, It was hoped that the
aflair would come to aa end of itself, and that one or
bath of the vartics wo:t nearly nplicated, would
perceive the reul drift of their conduet ia time to
avold its almest inevitable consequences,

But on the reassembling of Congress, and ths re-
{orn of Mrs. SicrLes to Washington, Mr, Ker’s atien-
ticns, and the scandal ccnsequent upon tnem, were
revived with greater ardor than before. Mr. Ky
was a particulariy rnoticeable man in polat
of personal appearance; tall, well-formad, a
rmuch more athletic man than Mr. Sicmizs, and es-
pecially fond of exercise on horseback, 1le rode an
iron-grey horse ; and searcely a day has passed since
tthie return of Mrs, SickiEs to the capifal, on whieh his
ts1l figure, his white ridizg-cap, well tiiinmed mous-
tache, and iron-grey horse might not have bsen seen
two or three times in the course oif the moruing on the
eircuit of President's-square, or at ihe door of Mr.,
£1¢ELE8’ house, which stands (uite alone on the north
side of the fquare, nd is a very conspicucus buitdiog
of white stucco. 1t was bt on Tuesday last, (%
swift and fearful a dream do¢s iite whole story seem),
that, on visiting M(s. SicrLE®, Tuesday peing her day
of reception, I foynd Mr, ey there, his horse
walting for himm at the door, The rooms
were filled with a pleasant ccmpany ; the soft
Spring sunlight poured in at the open windows;
apd Mrs, SickLEs herself fn all her almos! girliah
beauty, wearing a bouqnat of crocusss, the firstiings of
the year, seemed the very iacarnation of Spring and
youth, and the beautiful promige of life. What is the
twilight ; what the houtge that {thea was the synonym
of hospitality, the most frank, and generous and ensy!

In the early part of the week before last Mr
Brcxies went on to New-York, Duaring his ehsence
{he busy epies of ecciety ohrervea thatthe altendancea
of Mr, Kty at hiis house was even more unremitling
{xan usual, Mr. SiceLEs returned to VWashinzion on
the morning of the day of the Napier Ball, and from
that time up to Friday last notihing oceurred to make
the matler of his wife's relations with My, I{sy more
than ordinarily promirent in his mind, 8o far was
he from manifesting anything like inordinale or {y-
rannical sugpicion, thal he allowed Mr, Key to escort
M1s. BicrLgs as usual on Pennsylvania-evenue, and I
saw them, in company with Mr. Hagay Wixorr, at the
theatre on Wednesday night. On Thursday Mr, and
Mrs, Sickres entertained a large party at dipner.
Over that gay and brillfant company how near and
fearful a doum impended !

On thke next day (ihe .day ;before yesterday) Mr,
Siceirs received frorm some enemy of mankind an
anonymous letter, stating with precision so miaute as
to make guspicion imperative, that Mr., XKxy had
rented a house on Fiftcenth-street, above K.sircet,
from a negro woman, and that ha was in the habit of
meeting Mrs, Sicrirs there twoorthree timss a week,
or oftener. The person and dreszs of Mrs. SioKLEa
were accurately deseribed, and the usual tlme of the
interview specified. Accompanied by a {riend, Mr,
Sicrrzs went to the house designated and feund evory
statement of the anopymous wiiter corroborated,
Mr. Ky had taken the house ; and he had constantly
met there a lady answering very clossly in descrip-
tion to Mrs. BicrLES,

Mr, S1ciLEs still clung to the hope that the person
- who had stooped to the buseness of making such
charges under the veil of secresy, might have
thoroughly deceived him, and that Mrs, SicxLys was
not the lady in question. Ile accordingly requested
his friend, Mr, Ggoror \'.'ouLﬁmnaz, of New-Yorlk, to
watch the place from the window of a hovse just op-
posite,

On Saturday, no mecting took place, and the wo-
wan fu charge seems 1o have stated that aocne huad
occurred since Wednesday.,

On Saturday ecvenirg, Mr. Sicxres, resolved no
longer {o play the sy upon his lionor, determined {o
confront his wife directly with his terrible suspicions,
At first Mre, S1cunks strorgly denled her guilt ; hut on
Lker husband’s ashing her swhether, on the Wednesday
previous, ehe had not entered the house on Fifteenth-
etreet, in a certain particular dress, and concealed by
a bood, she cried out, ““ I am betrayed and lost " and
swooned away, On recovering her senses, she ad-
miited her gullt, and besought mercy and pardon.
kIr. Sicerxg calmly euld he would not injure her,
sisce hie believed her the victfm of a scoundrel, but
- that he had a right to a full eonfesslon, Two
luadles in the house were sent for as witnesses,
and n  their presence, Mrs. SicELes made «
Sl confession in writing, stating that her connection

with Mr. Kxy had commenced in Aprdl last, under
Mr. £2ck1XS’ Y00, but thut Mr. Kzy had since hired the
fnieitse dn Fifteenth-street, fn which the; had constant-
Jv set. LIr3. S1ckLE®’ confession was wnade ln the
midst of the bitterest cont.itlon and misery. XHer hus-
band timply 28ked her 10 give him back her wed-
fing-ying, and G2sired Ler to write to her mother to
come and take her from his Louse forever, Mrs,
giELes made no objeciions, admitting the justice of

por punittment in the most alfecting langurnge, IHeg
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mother will arrive to-morrow to remove her frora
this fearful seene of guilt, remorse, and blood.,

Once having quitte 1 the presence of his wile, Mr,
RICKIEB gave way to the me st ten ibie ewolim, and
paesed ihe pight in a state bordeiing on distraction
~—a feeiing which was worked info mwiness
this morning on seeing the cause of his misory,
Mr. Ky, with gay andacily pass opposite the windowy
of Liis wife’s room and wave bis handkerchief—the
usual signal for ursignation,

Asking Mr, BurrerwosTH, who was al his house, to
fullow Kxy al engage him in conversaiion ro that
he would not get out ot sight, he ruzhed up stales for
his pistols, and quickly following, fonud Borrinworry
ond KEY togeiler, at the corner of Sixtesnth-streel,
whon the tragedy took place,

On coming up S:ckLEs walked directly to ey, and
ei'd, * You have dizhonored my bed emd farnily, you
scoundrel—prepare to die!”’—at the same timne draw-
ing his pisfol. Almost simullareously K:ay placed
his hand inside his vest, and drawing wha? ap;eared
to be a pistol, but what was really an opera-glass,
said, * You had better not shoot !

SiczLres at once fived, Key at the samée jime throw.-
ing his glaxs at bim, This shot only grazed Kev,
slightly raising the skin of his side, and he immedi-
alely leuaped behind a tree to aveid another shot.
S1crLES fellowed, and K2y, catching his arm, endear-
ored to prevent him from firing, but Sioxies disen.
gaged himeelf, and firing again, shot Kt in the wp-
jper part of the right thigh, close to the main artery.

Falling on his hip and sapporting himealf with his
kand, ke cried, “ Murder! doun’t shoot!”’ Bi0oKLES
stitl foliowing, fired again, with his pisfol eloze to
Kzxy, the ball passirg through his body below the
breast.

In the meaniime the report of the pistal and Wey's
crics startled those in the ncighborhood. Mr. Trouas
Martin, 2 Clerk In the Treasury Department, who
haprencd at the msment {0 be lcaving the Club;
rushed back, and ealling out, * Wey 18 mur:dered !
Mr. Dovie, Mr. Ursuturand Mr. TipoaLy,who were ia
the Club at the {'me, procceded Lastily to the snnt,
when they found S:cx1eg standirg over {the body of
Ky, with his plsiol presanted ai his head, and whizh
he tried twice to dizcharge, but which snapped both
times—and Mr. Burrerwoentu standing by coionesedly.

On Mr. Dovie’s touching Sicknes on the shoulder,
the latter at once desisted, and {nrniog around, said :
“ Gentlemen, this man has dishonored my bed
Upon this he took Durrsrwortn's arm, andisvalking
from the spot with the most pevfeet self-pirssession,
procecded to Atiorney General Brick’s, and delivered
himself into custody.

On Mr, S1cxLes’ leax'irig;, Messere, Dorie, Tiamayn,
Ursnvr and MarTin conveyed the bhody, which still
Leld fammt gasps of breathing, to the parlor of the
Club-livuse, when the Ascisiani Surgeon-General was
at onve in aliendance, but Ker was bevond gl meadi-
ciil ekill. 1la breathed but {wice ufter Leing Iaid
upen the floor,

Wihen Marniy and Ursovrr ralxed Key from the
ground, the forgmer inquired il he had anyihing {o
say. NKrymade norcply, and was evideatly nneoa-
seious,

In a few minuies the news spread over the city, and
the streels became threnged with visitors to the sosae
of the teriible event, and groups werc everywhere no-
ticed eppaged in exciled discussion aboul it. The
Club House wags speedily envroun!2d by an immsnse
crowd, eager to view the body of the ill-fated Kxy.
Jany of the leading gentlemen of Washinglon drovs
upin their carriages, and in about a quarter of an
honr the brother-in-law ol the deceased, the Iion.
Mr. ’grpLETON, of Ohio, arrived.

Al about ithee 1a¢ Coroner’'s Iunguest was held in
ke par.or, where the body lay, when suflizient fasts
were olicited 1o show that deceased was killed by
DanieL B, Sickires, and a verdiet was rendered ne-
ccrdinglg.

Whiie T wrile, the bods of Ky is belag removed ¢o
his late residence on C-steeet, nearly oppozite Colone;
BaxToN'8 house.

Tle pariies invelved in this =ad slory all Jived
wilbin the immediate eircie of our daily Waushington
life ; two, at least, of them being also as well known
in New-Yok as in the Federal Metropolis, Kuy
was about 42 yearsof age, tall in stature, about six
feet, with'an easy and fashivnable air, butby no means
prepossessing in  apjcarance  otherwise,  1lis
face had a sickly hue, and he had been for someo
tme suffeving from lieari-disease, or imagined lie
wag, which gave him 2 sonred and discontsnted

"logk., Otherwise he wus cxtremely popular, and

those »ho knew himm best said his eccentricities of
rmanner covered & very XKind and generous heart,
His father, Fraxciz 3. Kxy, was the author of {hs
pationul song, the “Btar-Spargled Banner.” 2He
was & widower with four children. On his marriage
he narrowly eecapod s duel with Colonel May, who
conceived that he had unfzirly ousted him from the
aflections of the lady who bocame his wile, and who
was a beautiful and eharming woman.

Mr. 81cxLBs, the member for the Third Distriet of
New-York, is « native of this Clty, and was originally
o printer by occupation. 1le is & man of neariy forty
years of age; of good presence and gracefal manners,
As a member of the Stale Senate, as well as in the
Ilouse of Representatives, he had mado himesslf re-
niarked by a quite unusual cooiness and self-porges-
sion, which gave him great adran‘ages in'debate, and
had acquired for him a well-deserved reputation as a
risirg young lewder of the Dewocralic Party. Ia
1853, Mr. S10K1LES Was married {o his wife, now rutned
and heart-broken, then a young girl fresh from her
school-life, and remarkoble then as now for something
especially sofl, lovely and youthful in the type of her
verv peculiar beauty, Bhe is of Itallan origln, and
posgesces all the Itallan Jusire and depth of eye,
united with u singular candor and delicacy of faa-
ture.

Mr. StoxLxs had seen her grow up from childhood,
and was sattached to her with an almost {dolatrous
aflection, Shortly after their marriage, Mr. SicxLzs
was uppainted Secrelary of the American I.egation
at T.ondon, inthie houseliold of Mr, Bucrarnaw, and his
beautiful bride won universal adefration abroad, not
more by her charns of persen end manner than by
the gayely and innoce:.t joyousness of her character.
On tlicir return to America they reslded for same
time on the Bloomingdale Road, in & churming nouse
ov&@8ooking the Hudson River; and, on his elec:ion
to Congress, Mr, SICKLES took his present house on
Presicent's-square, 1t faces directly the Club house,
to «which was brought to-day the corpse of the man
who him:elf hxd slain all that made the life of that
maxeion, but & few days since 85 gay umnong the guy-
csf, end so hospitable among the most hospitable, of
the bowmnes of Washington.,

Mrs. Swouerg may be 22, and his two children,
She is the daughter of Baaron, the ceiebrated music-
teacher, of Fourteenth-street, Amid the general
gloom which (s sad aifalr has cast over the clty,
many a sorrowing thought is cast {owards her whose
gullty surrender to the wiles ¢f a villaln hasesulted
so trapically, for ehe Las been much liked, and those
who have known her will grleve sorely ai the necey-
sity of giving her up as lost. YFew wowien are better
calculated to win thelr way in polite soclety, or to
contribute more te its vivacity.

Popular syrmpathy, 88 usual in such ca=ag, Is almost
unanimeously vith Mr, SicxrLEes, the provoeration being
deemed ginple justification for the dead, anl when
the facts us'yet unknown come {o be dovaioped, this

feeling will grow stlll srunger, and read a [zarful T
irsson 1o those who may uilempt to fnvads the honor |

and hayppnness of ayother’e home,
A few of Xey's personal frlends prof:s3io dishs

ligve his coadnet fo Lave deen actually erlminal, and
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malnlain that it was the result merely of inordinate

jersenal vanily which led him to seeh the appearance
of beirg a favorite w th the lady in question. ‘Unelr .

theory is utierly dissipated by the cosr.fession of the
Low heaylbroken vieiim,

When Mr, SicriEs surrendered himself to Aftornay.
General Biack he requestied such disposition to be
made of him as was proper. The Atlorney-General
sent for a magistrate, who, with the Chiel of Police,
came specdily, Boon after the Mayor arrived, an-
nouncing the death of Kry, and Mr. Si¢ckLEs was con-
ducled in a carriage {o the jail, where he now is,
awaiting an examination, I called upom him this
evening and found him surrounded by several col-
leagues and other symypaihizing friends, 1le was evi-
derntly faboring under strong mental excitement, and
his hagrard countenance presented marksd evidence
of the effeets of the fearful emations which have har-
rowed his very soul during the last twenty-four hours,
Nevertheless, his manner was calm and collected,
with his nerves steady. Of course, 1 did not question
him relative to the aflair. He velunteered the re-
mark, however, that it was unavoidable, and that he
could not have done otherwise, 1lle added: ¢ Satls-
ficd as 1 was of his gailt, we could nct live together
upon the ceame planet.”

The Houn, Repexr J. WarLker and Messrs, Can-
LELE and RarcLiyr have been retained as his coun-
tel. They will bring him before Judge Crawronp
tc-morrow on a writ of kabeas corpus, and move
his discharge upon bail. There is little doubt that
it will be allowed, and he be released from cus-
tedy., The general opinion seems to be that no
Grand Jury will ever indict hiim,

KrY left no properly. Iis family connections it s
undersiood are able, and will provide for his children,
Seme ol Key’s [friemds intimate threats of sumrary
vengeance against SickLRs if ho appsars in public
where they san reach him, 8.
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