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Report from May Meeting 
 

The 2010 annual business meeting of the 
Commandery was held at the Whitney 
Restaurant in Detroit, MI on 1 May.  The 
entire event was a nice change for us and 
provided an excellent backdrop for us to 
commemorate the election of Keith G. 
Harrison as Commander-in-Chief. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Companions attending the meeting included: 

Commander-in-Chief Keith G. Harrison,  
Commander Butgereit, 

Adam Gaines and his father Mike as a guest, 
Sigmund Reckline and his wife  
Marilyn and daughter as guests, 

Jon Reed, 
Fred Roberts and a guest  

(whose name I regrettably cannot remember) 

 
Prior to our dinner, we were allowed to tour 
the very beautiful residence-turned-
restaurant.  The food was wonderfully 
prepared with ample portions. 
 
The meeting discussions included upcoming 
events including the 2010 annual Congress.  
Senior Vice-Commander and Companion 
Fred Roberts reported on the Commanderyõs 
participation in the ROTC award program. 
 

 
In honor of our special guest, Commander-in-
Chief Harrison, and because I feel it is 
important to uphold the proud traditions of 
the MOLLUS, I also attempted to reinstate 
some of the meeting basics that we have 
moved away from over the past number of 
years.  Part of this included officially 
conducting the elections of our Commandery 
officers and then òinstallingó the officers 
elected. 
 
The meeting closed with the presentation of 
several patriotic-themed gifts to C-in-C 
Harrison. 
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The officers for the 2010-2011 term are as 
follows: 
 

Bruce B. Butgereit, Commander 
Walter F. Roberts, Senior Vice-Commander 
Adam W. Gaines, Junior Vice-Commander 

Bruce Butgereit, II, Recorder/Treasurer 
Keith G. Harrison, Registrar 

Charles DuCharme, Chancellor 
Sigmund J. Reckline, Council 
Thomas E. Singelyn, Council 
Hal H. Smith, IV, Council  

Jon D. Reed, Chaplain 
 

ROTC 
 

The Michigan Commandery once again 
participated in the MOLLUS ROTC Medal 
of Merit  program with the presentation of 
awards to cadets at Eastern Michigan 
University, Michigan State University, and 
the University of Michigan.  
 
Presenting on behalf of the Commandery was 
ROTC officer Walter F. Roberts and C-in-C 
Keith G. Harrison. 
 

 
Above ð 
Commander-in-Chief Keith G. Harrison 
presents Michigan State University Army 
Cadet Sterling Raehtz with the MOLLUS 
Reserve Officersõ Training Corps award on 
April 20, 2010 for academic excellence on 
behalf of the Michigan Commandery.  This 
is one of eight such awards that the Michigan 
Commandery makes at three Michigan 
Universities.  

Below ð 
W. Fred Roberts, SVC of the Michigan 
Commandery presents the MOLLUS Medal 
of Merit to Army Cadet of the Year Eric 
Draves.  The EMU award ceremony took 
place on 15 April, 2010 in Ypsilanti, MI. 
 

 
Some Recent Events 

 
Niles, Michigan ð 
On Friday, May 7, 2010, several friends (Chet 
Trybus of Gen. John A. Logan Camp No. 1, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 
his wife Jeannine of Champlin Corps No. 41, 
Womanõs Relief Corps) and I traveled from 
Grand Rapids to Niles to clean the gravestone 
of Henry Morrow  A. Morrow, a Colonel in 
the 24th Michigan (Iron Brigade) and 
Brigadier General following the Battle of 
Gettysburg.  (More on Morrow in this issue.) 
 



Joining us were members of the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, Frederick 
H. Hackeman Camp 85 of Bridgman, MI and 
several students of the Brandywine High 
School History Club and their teacher Dave 
Roeder. 
 
The granite marker had not been cleaned 
since its placement in 1909 and showed the 
affects of weather, pollution and biological 
growth. 
 
Using a new product produced by the makers 
of Simple Green, the stone was cleaned 
thoroughly in preparation for the 
rededication the next day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, May 8, 2010, found members of the 
Michigan Commandery joined by fraternal 
brothers of Gen. John A. Logan Camp No. 1; 
Curtenius Guard Camp 17; George W. 

Anderson Camp No. 58; and March to the 
Sea Camp No. 135 present in support of 
Frederick H. Hackeman Camp No. 85.  
Marcia Butgereit, National President of the 
Womanõs Relief Corps was present as well. 
 
Conducted by the Michigan Commandery, 
the first ceremony of the day was the 
rededication of the Morrow gravestone 
complete with the presentation of the colors, 
floral tributes and symbols of the army.  
Other participants included students of the 
History Club, the Friends of Silverbrook 
Cemetery, and Reverend James Slack of 
Trinity Episcopal Church of Miles (Henry 
and his wife Isabella were married in and 
members of that church).  Saying a few 
words was State Representative John Proos of 
District 79. 
 
Part of the ceremony included the placement 
of a new flag holder at the grave and the 
firing of a military salute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 

(l) Commanders Palen (Camp 85) & (r) Butgereit (Commandery) 

History Club students help clean the gravestone 

Commander-in-Chief Harrison salutes the grave after placing the US flag in 
the new flag holder.  (Notice how clean the stone is now.) 

The firing of the military salute.  Commandery Recorder/Treasurer Bruce 
Butgereit, II, is the man at the end of the line and just to the left of center of 
this photo.  (Photo taken by Benton Harbor Herald-Palladium.) 





















http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hotel/GRRPD/welcome?start=1
http://www.visitgrandrapids.org/visit.php

