Department of Colorado & Wyoming, Garry Brewer -  Department Commander
 

This report is to show that not all these items were the work of one person, but a group of outstanding men who donated their time, talents, funds and efforts to 
Honor the Boys in Blue.
 

 

Part 1

Since the last report submitted in the fall of 2008, the officers and camps of the Department of Colorado & Wyoming have participated in many events and activities.  These have included the following:

 

Performing extensive research (regarding - local GAR Posts, graves registration, GAR memorials/monuments, etc.);

 

Participated in various local events/activities such as Veterans Day Parades, headstone setting ceremonies, Lincoln Day events, local history celebrations, etc.;

 

Dedication of plaques/monuments.

 

Busy planning upcoming events associated with local annual events such as Memorial Day, 4th of July, Veterans Day, etc., the “Year of Lincoln” and the upcoming 150th Anniversary of the Civil War.

 

Scanned and copied the G.A.R. Records, forms, charters, roster books and collected books outside of the local museum for placement in the museum.

 

Designed, paid for and ordered placements of the Official Lincoln Lapel Pins for the SUVCW, Bi-Centennial Committee and the general public to wear.

 

Finding down line family members of the G.A.R. in local area for enlistment in 

 the SUVCW.

 

Part 2

 

As the New Department Commander & Past SV Commander I have personally

participated in the following activities/events:

 

November 8, 2008

Met with Mesa County Commissioners and Public Relation Officials as a member of the Bi-Centennial Committee to locate different groups to be involved with Lincoln Bi-Centennial.

Officiated at the headstone setting ceremony at the grave of the unknown Civil War Soldier at the Veterans Memorial Cemetery of Western Colorado in Grand Junction. 

 

November 11, 2008

Participated (in uniform with other members of the SUVCW) in the 2008 Veteran’s Day Parade in Grand Junction, Colorado.

Attended the All Services & Marine Corp Ball to represent the SUVCW.

 

February 5, 2009

Appointed a Chairman of the Mesa County Lincoln Bi-centennial Committee by the Colorado State Bi-Centennial & Governor Ritter (working under the auspices of the Colorado State Lincoln Bicentennial Committee) and have attended numerous meetings planning various events for the current year, (Mesa County Memorial Day events, the Grand Junction 4th of July Parade, and Grand Junction’s Veterans Day Annual All Services Ball will all have “Lincoln” themes. 

Attended and participated (verbal presentation and displays) at the Museum of Western Colorado in Grand Junction during the pre-screening event of the PBS “In Search of Lincoln.” 

 

February 5, 2009

Gave talks at the Museum of Western Colorado and the Mesa County Historical Society on the G.A.R. SUVCW and the Uniforms of the Civil War. 

 

February 9, 2009

Appeared before the meeting of the Mesa County Commissioners and received an official proclamation recognizing the “Bi-centennial Anniversary of the Birth of Abraham Lincoln” on behalf of the SUVCW.

 

February 12, 2009

Attended and was a featured speaker at the closing celebration of the 125th Anniversary of Mesa County in Grand Junction; and,

Authored a book on the History of Mesa County, Colorado honoring the elected officials including three former officials who were members of the G.A.R.

During the closing ceremony of the 125th Anniversary of Mesa County, dedicated a plaque covering the “time capsule” that had been placed into the steps of the main entrance of the Old Mesa County Courthouse in Grand Junction (to be opened during the 200th Anniversary of Mesa County).

 

March 28, 2009

Attended the LDS Family History Fair to show information on the SUVCW.

 

April 24, 2009

Attended in uniform the funeral of Camp Commander Bill McCurry in Grand Junction, Colorado.

Attended and ran the Museum of Western Colorado Kids Fair in Uniform with other members of the Department and local camp, including President Abraham Lincoln.

 

May 6, 2009

Gave School Presentation at the local middle school to over 200 hundred 8th Graders, who were studying the Civil War.

 

May 25, 2009

Planned Lincoln Living History Event at the Cross Orchard Living History Ranch, where the Public could meet members of the SUVCW. 

 

June 13, 2009

Raised from SV Commander to Elected Commander of the Department of Colorado/Wyoming.

 

June 22, 2009

Working with other members of the Department involved with the Museum of Western Colorado Children’s Summer Camp in Uniform.

 

July 5, 2009

The Department and Local Camp members were in uniform, acting as honor guards to Grand Marshall of the local Parade, President Abraham Lincoln.

 

Other Accomplishments:

In addition to the above “physical” activities, the department has been busy with administrative duties.  A current roster of the Department’s members has been finally consolidated into an electronic format.  This will allow for ease of access and future modification of the membership roster.

Additionally, after several years of hiatus, the Department newsletter has returned (The Western Tribune) and is in an electronic format for easy distribution.  This colorful and informative newsletter is something Department members can be proud of and can be useful as a recruitment tool.

The Department’s web site has been updated and many new features have been added (current contact links, newsletter link, upcoming events link, etc.) for use by members and potential members.   

All Camps within the Department continue to be active and look forward to the challenges associated with the “Year of Lincoln” and the upcoming 150th Anniversary of the Civil War.

Part 3
 

Goals for Department 2009-2010

 

Visit all camps within the Department;

Secure the Department Bible from the Museum of Western Colorado, to add to the Department Charter, Gavel and Seal;

Index, from G.A.R. Records all members of the G.A.R. Post 35, 18 and Post 21

         from copied roster books, post cemetery records and secure photos;

Attend Veterans Day Parades;

Attend All Services Ball to Honor President Lincoln;

Honor the Boys in Blue & President Lincoln on February 2010;

Honor the Shiloh Veterans Group that lived in the area after the War, April 2010;

Hold a 100th Anniversary Event on the Mesa County Courthouse Steps and take photo where in May 1910 the Department of CO/WY held its reunion;

Rededicate the G.A.R. Monument at the old Veterans Cemetery, May 2010;

Honor the 12 Unknown Civil War Veterans buried in the Orchard Mesa Cemetery;

Hold Department Meeting in Grand Junction, Colorado June 2010.

 

Yours in F, C, & L
 

Garry Brewer
Commander
Department of CO/WY 

